The Sommeliers’ Sommelier.

Baudry-Dutour’s Domaine du Roncée – Chinon, Clos des Marronniers
•

• Juicy and approachable Chinon that Pinot Noir and Beaujolais lovers will enjoy
Centuries-old estate, famous for silky wines, enjoys renaissance under Bernard Baudry's nephew
• Raspberry and tart blackberry reflect alluvial soils and gentle winemaking

The Producer
Christophe Baudry, from the renowned winemaking lineage of
the Loire Valley, joins forces with keen intelligence and savvy
commander of the vine, Jean-Martin Dutour. Together, they are
Chinon 2.0. Could there be a better way to describe them?
Historically proven vineyard sites can only be fully realized by
improved winemaking techniques and enthusiastic knowledge.
One lays the track; the other locks the flow.
Christophe Baudry, nephew of Bernard Baudry—famous for his
consistent and breathtaking Chinon—is actually a sixth
generation in a family of established winemakers. Since 1398 this
winemaking family has expanded their landholdings, covering
some of the best vineyard spots in the Loire.

The Wine
Within the vineyard of Domaine du Roncée, Clos des
Marrionniers is a distinct site enclosed by walls (“clos”), that is
distinguished for its high concentration of soils from the ancient
terraces of the Vienne River. These alluvial soils endow the fruit
with a combination of bright character and longevity—which are
hallmarks of the best examples of Chinon cabernet franc.
Dutour preserves the integrity of the grapes using delicate
processing techniques: Gravity flow enables him to naturally
extract color, flavor, and soft tannins; a 10-day cold maceration
in stainless steel preserves freshness of fruit and delicate
phenols. The result is a delightful Chinon cabernet franc, ready
to be enjoyed in the brightness of its youth.

As the young Christophe worked to grow and improve his family's
Chinon vineyards, along came a rising star agronomist and
enologist, Jean Martin Dutour. Straight out of school, this
prodigious young talent landed a position as the leader of the
Domaine du Roncée estate in Panzoult on the Vienne River.
Within a few years he revitalized the old vines on the site of this
17th century castle and turned around the fortunes of the estate.
Christophe and Jean Martin got to know each other as two young
talents of Chinon, and they bonded over their mutual passion for
revitalizing old vineyards using both ancestral and innovative
methods to reveal the essence of their distinctive and varied
lands. In 2003, they joined forces to create Baudry-Dutour,
combining the properties of Domaine de la Perrière in Cravantles-Coteaux, and Domaine du Roncée. In 2006 they built
a winery to reveal all the subtleties of their terroirs. Since then
they have selectively expanded their vineyards and wines.
While Baudry manages the operations, Dutour oversees all of the
Baudry-Dutour estate vineyards and winemaking. He uses green
harvesting and canopy management to ensure optimal
concentration and ripeness of the fruit. He vinifies each plot
separately, uses indigenous yeasts, no additions, and never fines
or filters to create wines that express authenticity of their
distinctive vineyards.
While Baudry-Dutour could easily blaze a sizzling marketing
campaign that propounds their talents and successes, the team
are very understated. In addition to the quality of the wines, their
daily concern is to reduce environmental impact by employing
organic techniques, renewable energies and creating jobs that
are sustainable jobs rather than seasonal for their workforce.

Region: Loire
Appellation: Chinon
Vineyard: Domaine du Roncée
Soil: Gravel and alluvial deposits from the Vienne River
Varietal: 100% Cabernet Franc
Vine age: 20 years
Yield: 2 tons per acre
Planting system: Guyot
Vinification: Gravity fed in all steps, gently pressed with a short,
temperature controlled maceration & fermentation in stainless
steel tanks for about 10 days. Only indigenous yeasts are used
with no fining, filtering or additions.
Aging: Stainless steel
Tasting Notes: Garnet red with hints of blue at an early age.
Fruity and spicy bouquet with fresh and concentrated red berry
flavors; wondrously tender and light on the palate.

We provide great restaurants and retailers with wines they are proud to serve and keep their guests coming back for more.
www.gcondeswines.com

